cryptic species that goes under the name of Brachionus plicatilis Müller. This species complex is frequently used in aquaculture, as food for fish, and in ecological and evolutionary studies. As a result, several papers deal with members of this species complex, including the ecological and evolutionary consequences of its taxonomic, systematic, and nomenclatural intricacies (Gabaldón et al., 2017; Michaloudi et al., 2017; Mills et al., 2017; Riss et al., 2017) , dormancy , population dynamics (Kamizono et al., 2017) , and culture methods .
Another model rotifer species that is now providing a useful comparison with B. plicatilis is Brachionus calyciflorus Pallas. Two papers in this volume cover its population dynamics Zweerus et al., 2017) and a third one a rationale for its use in eco-evolutionary studies, together with other species (Declerck & Papakostas, 2017) . There are examples of other species being used as model species to solve taxonomic problems (Cieplinski et al., 2017; Wurdak, 2017) , to explore the factors that affect 
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Number of papers 1977 1979 1981 1983 1985 1987 1989 1991 1993 1995 1997 1999 population dynamics and adaptation (Santos-Medrano et al., 2017; Sarma et al., 2017; Walczynska et al. 2017) , and to provide insight into aspects of dormancy in monogonont (Brendonck et al., 2017; García-Roger et al. 2017; Gilbert, 2017; Snell, 2017; Stelzer, 2017; Walsh et al., 2017) and bdelloid rotifers (Ricci, 2017) . In addition to studies targeting individual species or groups of species, other approaches presented here address issues of community ecology and correlates of biological diversity (Lokko et al., 2017; Meyer et al., 2017; Stamou et al., 2017) .
Scientometric trends in rotifer publications
The topics covered by the Rotifer Symposia have remained similar over time, but some interesting scientometric trends can be clearly seen when comparing the proceedings from the first meeting published in 1977 to the current one published 40 years later, trends that were already beginning to emerge in the previous meeting (Sharma et al., 2014) . The number of authors associated with each paper has increased consistently over time, starting at 1.3 in 1977 and reaching 4.2 by 2017 ( Fig. 2A) . The current proceedings volume includes the paper with the highest number of authors ever recorded for any paper published from the Symposia. This paper , with 23 authors from 20 institutions spread across 13 countries and 4 continents, represents both the global reach and collaborative spirit of these Symposia.
Another interesting trend, highlighted in the previous meeting (Sharma et al., 2014) , is the reduction in the overall number of papers published in each proceedings volume (Fig. 2B ). There is a clear separation between volumes 1 (1977) to 10 (2005), with 41-72 papers each, and volumes 11 (2007) to 14 (2017), with 23-26 papers each. These differences could be due to changes in editorial processes but, when comparing the number of papers to the number of participants at each Symposium, the two groups merge and a generally decreasing trend appears (Fig. 2C) . However, since 1990, the total number of papers published on rotifers outside of the symposia proceedings has increased dramatically (Fig. 2D) , demonstrating that rotifer scientists have widened the horizon of their publishing activities and suggesting increased recognition of the relevance of rotifers in a broader biological context. This trend appears to be in common with other taxon-based symposia: participants publish less in the resulting proceedings, and many meetings simply do not publish proceedings anymore, because many papers are often directed at higher impact journals (Koen Martens, Editor in Chief of Hydrobiologia, personal communication).
The 638 papers published across all of the 14 proceedings illustrate well how rotifers adapt to their environment in terms of their morphology, population dynamics, community ecology, and evolution. At the same time, the clear scientometric trends show that rotifer scientists have also had to adapt to changing scientific pressures by changing the way they publish and by involving a larger number of collaborators.
In memoriam
A sad outcome of evolution is the contingency of our lives as researchers and as people, and here we Fig. 3 Jim Green (1928 -2016 , Charles E. King (1934 King ( -2016 , and Lyudmila A. Kutikova (1928 Kutikova ( -2015 remember the recently deceased Jim Green , Charles E. King (1934 King ( -2016 , and Lyudmila A. Kutikova (1928 Kutikova ( -2015 (Fig. 3) , who each contributed so much to the study of rotifers and to the community of rotiferologists throughout their long and productive careers.
